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CHAPTER XXL

fi. BBOWX'a XARRATIVZ, IXCtCDIXC' AS AC-f-

ST OF HIS ABREiT AND IM FKOM
e cort or a lettb to a friexd.

CAJIP C S. CAVAUtr, NEAB IiBCOSPTOS.(
July 164Ui06. J

. : You inquired of me the facts in
regard to my capture at Kansas City in
May last, and wished me to write out the
leading incidents connected with the aff-

air. I will do so with great pleasure, stati-

ng tue occasion which called me to that
place at that time.

A meeting of the business men of Kans-

as was held in Lawrence on the 28th of
Harch last; to take into consideration the
outrages committed on persons and prop-trt- y

coming up the Missouri, and to de-

vise a remedy, if possible. It was considered
that the only practical correction of the
evil complained of consisted in establishi-

ng a line of steamers direct between Alt-

on and Leavenworth. Among others I
was commissioned to visit St. Louis, Altoi,
Chicago, Cincinnati, and Pittsburgh to
make all needful arrangements lor setting
in operation such a line of steamers.
Leaving home on the 1st of April, I arr-

ived in St. Louis soon after, where I stop-

ped several days, and from thence visit-

ed Alton, and in company with other
members of the Committee, called upon
the leading business men of that city,
ind attended a public meeting where much
enthusiasm was shown by the. people in
favor of the movement

In due time I visited Chicago, spent
several days there, held a meeting there, as
also at Bockford, 111. Having been det-

ained by I was not ready
to leave Chicago until Monday morning
the 28th of April, when I found myself
in the cars bound for Cincinnati.

While thus seated the news boys
furnished me the Democratic Presn ofl
that morning, which, brought me the
intelligence of the shooting of Jones.
I immediately changed my direction,
and late that night found myself in
Alton est route for Kansas, determined
to be near the scene of trouble and

danger, if any occurred, as I had reason to
believe there would. Indeed from state-
ments I had heard on my way down the
river in the month previous, I was confi-

dent those who had invaded Kansas so
often from Missouri, were only waiting a
favorable pretext to commence outrages
anew. One gentleman, who claimed to
be a merchant from Weston, Mo., told me
on that occasion that as "soon as the grass
starts so they could subsist their horses,
every d- - d abolitionist in the Territory
would be driven out," and claimed that
he was visiting Lexington at that time in
connection with the movement.. I alluded
tothia statement in my first editorial cor
respondence to the Herald of Freedom af
ter leaving home.

After remaining in Alton a few days,
making some purchases, and completing
the arrangement for the line of steamers,
I left on the night of the 9th of May
from Alton, in company with a party of
about one hundred persons from Michigan,
under the direction of Kcv. A. St. Cunt,
on the steamer Keystone, direct for Kan
sas. On the 13th we passed Lexington,
and learned of tho arrest of Dr. Rob
inson, the day previous, white . on
hi way down the river. On Monday we

. arrived at Kansas City about 10 o'clock A.
X. I passed through town, transacted
some business, but noticed I was the subj-

ect of observation and remark from all
quarters. I learned of the state of mat
ters in the Territory, and of the flight of
Keeuerand Robinson, and was assured
that efforts would be made to arrest mc.
I was advised by several to seek safety

flight. This I refused to do. After
dinntr I registered my- - name and bad
tatfa Xo. 21 aligned to me. When I
vhited it I fouud O.C. Beowx, Esq. of
ysawatoniie, in possession of it. Leaving

mediately I made my way to a room
on the third floor where some friends
Were stopping, and engaged in conversat-
ion. I bad been there but a few mo-
ments when one of the company, stated
thai as he left the house a few moments
Wore, he met two persona entering the
Hotel, one of whom remarked, as they
Passed him, "What is best to do with
hita ? to which the other replied, D n
to, we will take him at all hazards."

report was hardly made when anoth-o- f
the party entered, and said he met,

44 he came up the stairs, two men hold
f third who was being dragged down

into the street. Soon after I learn- -
Mr. Brown, of Osawatomie, had been

nested under an anrirehension that thev
taken me; that he was taken down

street, and hastily thrown into a car-fia-

which was guarded Viv twelve arai- -
men on horseback; and that just' as

e ioor was being dosed to the carriage,

8 face, told them they had the wrong
ron, and thns their prisoner was dis--

"ed. I learned further that the car- -

J tad returned to arrest me, and Col
eidge, the proprietor of the house, re--

uea to giT6 them admittance, on the
ffrary, resolved to defend his premises

m unlawful searches and seizures"
;for farther security called to his aid
authorities and citizens. .

The danger continned imminent. The

mob placed a guard around the house,
and continued it there all night and the
following day. In the mean time I had
called to my aid several revolvers, and
found that with my. friends we had forty-si-x

shots in our room without reloading,
and that our walls were of brick, and of
course impervious to bullets. We had re-

solved never to be taken alive, unless by
a legal process. It was supposed that the
design was to pass me into the hands of
a mob, and lynch me.

Aboujtwo o'clock Wednesday morn-in- gi

g&ntleman entered the room I was
still occupying with my friends, and stated
that "the coast was clear." He said the
guard had been withdrawn, and the 'gen-

eral impression was that I had gone down
the river.

This friend informed me that Mr. Jen-
kins, of Lawrence, was about returning
home on horseback, and he thought ii
advisable for me to go with him. This I
concluded to do,. and procured a horse
and saddle for that purpose. We took
the usually traveled road, and had jour-

neyed onlv about a mile, when a black
object was seen a few feet in advance off
us, and the command "Halt, and give
an account of yourselves," was given in a
stern voice. My horse sprang, and wheel-

ed and was nearly two rods away, when
I wheeled it about, and rode by the side
of Mr. Jenkins, expecting each moment
he would fire. Instead of this I heard the
following colloquy :

Who are you?" .

- "My name is Gaius Jenkins."
"Where are you going?" .

"To Lawrence."
"Mr. Jenkins, these are critical times.

We shall require you to stop with us un-

til morning."
"But my business is urgent, and I

must go home immediately."
"My orders are positive. You must

stop with us until morning. Who is that
with you?"

"He can answer for himself," said Mr.
Jenkins.

I gave a fictitious name, and stated I
was 20inr t W estnort

Long ere this two others, with double
barrel shot guns, had made their - appear
ance, one at my back and the other at
my horse's head. The bridles of each of
our horses had been caught, and escape
seemed impossible. Indeed we were not
expecting any attempt to arrest us, and
our weapons were buttoned under
our clothes, beyond our reach for the mo-

ment. Wo thought prudence the better
part of valor, and followed. I thought as
I rode along, with tho demons leading my
horse, that if any violence was offered me
I would then sell my life as dearly as
possible,

Arriving at the door of Milton McGee's j

house, one mile south of Kansas Citv, we
were ordered to dismount, and marched
into the house. Here we had a short con-

versation; an express was sent for other
members of the party who were guarding
the various roads, who soon after returned
and .resented quite a formidable appear- - i

ance.
In due time we were conducted to a

small bed room on the second floor of the
house, at the entrance of a long piazza.
Several persons, armed, followed us, Mc-Ge- e,

who was our captor, leading the way.
Entering the room Ave were commanded
to give up our arms. Mr. Jenkins com-

menced unstrapping his belt. I remon
strated, and told them we required our I

nrm fnr nrntprttnn ocainct. nursrmal vin i

o i

room with "cocked pistols in hand, and
"by G- - d give up your arms d --d
quick, or I will blow your brains out." I
thought it prudent to obey, since Mr.
Jenkins joined in the request. He had
already placed a pair of Colt's Xavv revol
vers in McGee's hands. I took a Robbing

shooter from my pocket, and a bowie kniie !

from mv bosom and passed them to i

McGee. McGee hoped we would have
a good night's rest, and stated that we
should be carried to Weport in the
morning.

The door was bolted, and a guard plac-

ed around it. Mr. J. and myself got into
bed. But a few moments elapsed and he
was sound asleep, and continued thus un-

til called in the morning. I could not
avoid thinking of the incidents of the past
few days, of the killing of my namesake
at Easton, in February previous, under
the supposition that it was mo ; of the ar
rest and fortunate escape of O. . C. Brown,
Esq., on the Monday previous, and of i

the probable position matters would as
sume at Westport when I should be tak-

en there. , Suffice it to say, the short period
to moming was spent in wakefulness.

In due time we were- - called to break-

fast. Previous to setting down to the ta-

ble, I requested Mr. McGee to walk with

me, which ho consented to do. ' I soon
learned that he was an Odd Fellow. He
promised me full protection, and said no
violence should come to me if he could
avoid it. After receiving repeated assur-

ances that he would defend me to the
last extremity, I drew from my pocket an
Allen's revolver, ard remarked that I had
saved it that the night previous, resol-

ved to take the life of any person who at
tempted to harm me.but as I felt I was
safer under his protection, than relying on
my own arm, I would place the weapon in i

his hands, which I did. He gave! '
renewed

assurances of my safety. We ate breakfast
at the public table, wero hospitably treat-

ed, and soon entered a hack called "Sound
on the Goose," and with two armed men

in front, and two on our horses in the rearf
we rode to Westxwrt, distant four miles.

Here we were taken to the office of the
Harris House, where crowds arrived with
Sharp's rifles, revolvers, and huge bowie
knives strapped to their persons in full
sight,v. ho visited us,and eyed us with deep
interest. We supposed them a mob who
designed to execute summary vengeance
on us for daring to think for ourselves,
but they proved, on further acquaintance, to
be the company of Shawnee Sharp Shoot-
ers, numbering about fifty jersons, under
the command of the redoubtable Cajtt.
Henry Clay Pate, the ivjamous correspond-
ent of the St. Lous RepuMican. They had
collected to go in search of me suppos-
ing I had escaped the night previous, and
expected to find me on the steamer Liz-
zie which was starting up the Kansas riv-

er that morning from Kansas Citv,.
, I took means to make the acquaintance
of some of the leading citizens of the place,
and as soon as possible prevailed upon them
to take me to a private room, where I con-

tinued to remain most of the time while
there. I made several pleasant , acquaint-
ances, and took pains to extend it as far
as possible.

On Thursday morning I was informed
that I must take my meals at my room. I
assured my guard that I should assent to
any arrangement they should make sav e

that I should not eat by myself. If my
guards wWd eat with me in my room vey
well, otherwise I would sooner starve than
eat alone. My breakfast was brought but I
gave eo attention to it. It remained on
the table for a time, and was removed.

About nine o'clock that morning, I was
agreeably surprised by receiving a visit
from Mrs. Beowx. She never seemed bo
much V an angel of mercy as then. She
had heard of my detention at Kansas City,
and of my probable arrest, and had hasten-
ed on the wings of love to shield me
from harm. I left her weeping, one
and a half months previous, at our resi-

dence in Lawrence, with the firm convic-
tion in. her mind that wo should never
meet in life agaiD, and no reasoning could
dispel this illusion from her brain. We
met, but I was a prisoner, detained against
my will, and yet charged with no crime.
The slave power had decreed that I was
an unsafe person to enter the Territory
while an attempt was being made to sub-du- e

the people, and they held me in de-

fiance of law.
Before Mrs. B. was allowed to bring her

satchel into the. room, our guards claimed
the right of searching it. She opened it,
and stated they could examine her linen
if it would beany gratification to them.
They seemed embarrassed and declined,
and told her they would not examine it

'r il riauyiunner. one men toot a small AY
1 single barrel shooter from her pock- -
et, and said perhaps they wanted that.'
They told her to put it back; she might
need it for her protection. I - thanked
them for their magnanimity.

Mr. J. previous to this, had been con
fined in another room. From this time
furth I was allowed to take a seat at the
table by the side of my wife, and was
nevermore kindly treated than during
that period, save I was detained against
my wuL Strangers were brought up in
large numbers aud introduced to me and
and on Thursday night the guard seemed
apprehensive I would escape through a
key-hol- e, or in some other unaccountable
manner, hence at short intervals they
Miflwid thrust their heads through the door
to see if I was still in the room That
night after ten or eleven o'clock they
placed a candle in the room, and kept it
burning all night.

I have subsequently learned that a
meeting M as held in Westport on Thurs-

day night to determine what to do with
me, that the mcjtinir was held to a late
hour' and t while still in session

1 UL

night, and their unusual attention was to
see whether I had gone yet.

While remaiiing at Westport I visited
s veral places ol business, and made many
agreeable acquaintances, among whom 1

remember with pleasure those of IL D.
n oodsworth, Esq , J Mr. Johnson, Mr.
Llix, Mr. Ellis, Dr. Bratton, and others.

While at Westport, parties were con-

stantly arriving, and hurrying on into ths
Territory from the South. They seemed
to be armed, and ready for instant service.
Several gentlemen called upon me who
claimed they had

,
arrived with parties

from the South, of which they were uap- -
tains. ' One : gentleman left on Friday
night. He claimed he had landed with
fifty men at Kansas City, and that they
were going to tha vicinity of the Shaw-

nee Mission that night to p camp, although
it was raining a shower at the time.
They appeared to be in a great hurry to
enter the Territory by a given time, and
were rushing on with all possible speed to
be there at that time. . Many of those
men I afterwards saw with United States
muskets in their hands, and were' regular-
ly mustered into the service of the Mar-

shall's passe amitatus at Franklin and
Coon FoinL - -

On my way up the river I made the ac-

quaint ance of Capt. Bell, who was an ac-

complice of Msj. Buford, but who claims
he left his party and went back, from
Jefferson City, or some point near there
to look after some money of which the
party was robbed. Bell was quite :' a
small man, rather talkative and interes-
ting : He claimed to hare been the prin-

cipal in raising the KJarolini boys as be

called them, said his party was made np
of sons of wealthy planters, and were
coming to Kansas to spend the summer
in a "frolic." He said their expenses
were borne for them, and that they would
have a good time generally.

'
'

Capt. Bell Bald he was one of the fillibus-ter- s

in Cuba, in the Lopez expedition,
was arrested with Lopez, and was sent to
Spain with several hundred others, in
irons, and was pardoned by the Queen at
the interposition of the American Gov-

ernment in their behalf. He left ; the
steamer as soon as he reached the Levee
at Kansas City, and I saw him next, a
week after, at Franklin, in command fa
company in Marshall Donaldson's service,
; The Michigan party who came up on
the same steamer with me encamped near
McGee's. I saw their tents as I passed,
with Mr. Jenkins on Wednesday morning
a few moments before our arrest. Persons
were very inquisitive about them, and
threatened to go and disarm them. At
one time they told me they had done so,
and driven the party tolort a. This was
no doubt a part of their policy, but the
filibusters did not feel sufficiently strong
at that time to engage in such a work,
and left it until their plans were more ful-
ly matured.

A letter was shown me purporting to
have come from the Committee of Safety
at Lawrence, and directed to "Gov. .

Rol-inso- n,

Independence, Lexington or where-ev- er

he might be." It represented that
they had 2,700 men enrolled aud station-

ed at Lawrence, with arms, ammunition,'
&c., sufficient for a seige of four months.
It claimed that another cannon was want-
ed to place on the Xorth-Ea- st corner of
the Fort, and begged Robinson to hurry
up men, money and cannon, as rfast as
possible. It closed by requesting him to
ask the prayers of Beechcr, Parker &c,
in their behalf. Pate and Brewerton, the
latter the impartial historian of the Kansas
war, labored to convince me that it was a
genuine document. They said they
found it in the street where eorae travel-

er had lost it, and they were using it to
excite the borderers to more energetic ac-

tion. Subsequently I saw the letter al-

luded to in the Mo. Republican and kindred
papers as an intercepted letter which

oaieiy Lommitiee were sending to the
States. I pronounced it a base forgery
then, concocted by some villain who would
do any mean act to involve the country in
a civil war, and thought at the time it
owed its paternity to Capt. Pale, as I am
fully persuaded is the cae, from subse-
quent facts which have come to ! my
knowledge.

Col. Jolinson, alia3 Anglier, (doubtful)
who was subsequently arrested tts a forg-

er at Westport, and taken back to Ten-
nessee in irons, was occasionally one of
ray attendants. He claimed to be a
nephew of Col. fi. M. Johnson. He was
very easy in his conversation, and claim-
ed to be very much of a gentleman.'

Mrs. Jenkins arrived on Saturday af-

ternoon, and was permitted to stop with
her husband.

About four o'clock in the afternoon of
Saturday, one of my guards requested me
to see him in the hall. I stepped out
when he told me to get my hat. I 6aw
ho was somewhat excited, and mistrusted
something was wrong, and more particu-
larly since I had just come in from one of
the stores, and saw the street was liter-

ally jammed with men.
My guard walked with me down one

flight of stairs when he informed me there
was a Jiabeas corpus out for me from Kan-
sas City, and they wished to get me out of
the Territory before it was served. They
said they had a carriage ready at the
door to start with me. I begged them to
send to my room for my overcoat, think-
ing this would acquaint Mrs. Brown of
what was transpiring. This they consent-
ed to do, when I hurried down stairs, and
wasthrustintoafine omnibus with four fine
horses, and with Mr. Jenkins by my side
and several armed and mounted men as
an escort, we started out from Westport in
great haste.

As we were about starting I appealed to
the chivalric spirit oi OoL Johnson, alias
Anglier, wub stood beside the carriage, and
requested him to bring the ladies, which
he pledged me his honor he would do.

The road was very bad, but we were
hurried on over the rough places at brake-nec- k

speed, and only stopped for an, in-

stant until after we crossed the Territori-
al line into Kansas. Here we overtook a
couple of loaded teams, and as we were
rushing by," one man jumped up, swing -,..J Ving his hat, and proclaimed that "war had
commenced at Lawrence, and ; that there
had been a collision, tad the d d aboli-

tionists had been whipped."
We halted, the teams were unhitched

and fed, and preparations were made for
camping, as was the case with the teams
alluded to.

We had been at this point but a few--

moments when Mr. Jenkins brother
drove np with Mrs. Jenkins and Mrs.
Brown. They stopped opposite our car- -
riage and spoke about riding with us.
This was refused. With the agility of a
deer, Mrs. J. jumped from the wagon in
which she sat, and bounded through the
open pannel.of the door of the omnibus
by the side of her husband, to whom
she clung with .frantic embrace; while
tears streamed down her cheeks and she
exclaimed she would not be separated
from her husband until necessary, by
death,'. " y- :'ir';

, I since learned tbat th statement
iue. He r6 jrsotifj iri? his brother.

; Mrs. Brown, more fragile, sat' in ; the
wagon, and begged the privilage of camp-

ing with us for the night. This was re-

fused. She said they could not refuse
her the boon of sleeping by the fence side
near her husband ; They told Mr. J., the
brother to drive on to Donaldson's
where they would call in the morning.
Mrs. B. said she would not consent to this.
She was going to stay as near her hus-

band as possible. She wept as if her
heart would break. The hard hearted
guard showed much " emotion. - They
joined with me in begging the captain to
allow, them .to remain.. One said. he
would give up his blanket, another said
he wonld give both of his. All showed
their sympathy and told what they would
do. The teamster said he would remove

the seats of his carriage, and give us the
exclusive possession, while he would sleep
under the wagon. ' The tears were in their
eyes as they importuned the captain, who
seelned gradually to yield. Mrs. B. saw
how the current was setting and gettingout
of the wagon in which she had been sit-

ting, she stood by the side of ours with

her hand in mine. Watching the posi-

tion of matters, I told her to get into the
carriage which she didahd the tictory
was gained.

At one time the danger seemed im- -

minent. Mr. J.'s brother standing in j

his wagon demanded the warrant by
which they held us. Several drew their
revolvers and threatened him with instant
death.

While stopping here Mn Crowder took
me one side, and showed a paper, pur-

porting to be from S. J.Jones, commis-

sioning him a Deputy Sheriff of Douglas
County. I asked to see the warrant, as
they had claimed all th time while at
Westport that they had One for tile, and
were waiting for a requisition from the
Governor before they could take me from
Miesouri into the Territory. But the
"Deputy Sheriff)" who rode the horse

taken front Mr. $enkins, the Wednesday
j morning previous, claimed he had left the

warrant by accident at Westport, but he
had sent for it. and presumed it would be
along soon.

BacOh was cut" and fried in a pan over
in this a sort of barter cake was cooked,

and, from this bacon and bread wc made
our supper, the ladies 'complimenting ihe
cooking, and doing their best to gain the
good graces of our captors. While eating
our supper I entered into conversation with
Mr. Brown, who had cnarge of tne loaded

teams, and who hailed from the South.
He said he and some forty others had bolt-

ed from Buford's party bad taken claims,
and set up for themselves south of the
Wakarusa. He said his party embraced
the entire laboring force of Buford's com-

mand; that they were entirely disgusted
with his associates, and he should, in due
time, return to trys BcttthJ that Kansas was j

no place for him. One of his teamsters
set on the wagon pole beside me. While
the ladies were weeping so bitterly pre-

viously, I saw humanity in his eye. As
he looked up to me I saw his eyes were
watery. He remarked, if he could possi-

bly raise the means he should return to
the South. He said he had run away
from his home, and his widowed mother
had no knowledge of his whereabouts.
He evidently regretted hi3 step, and little
relished the "frolic" he was experiencing.
Subsequently I saw him in camp at

and learned he bad enlisted in-4- 4

the U. S. Army, and that he was filling
the post of teamster. He said he had seen

! enough of the oppressive spirit of slavery;
that Its tendency was to degrade honest
white labor, and if he should remain in
Kansas, and was allowed to vote he should
give his ballot to make it a Free State.

The gentleman being in charge of the
teams, whom I last mentioned, eald the
assertion that Buford's party embraced
five hundred persons was false; that his
entire strength numbered but three hun-

dred and eighteen, and many of thesehad
returned, as the majority would as soon as
they could get means to get out of the
country with.

As the day. closed over us, parties of
drunken men began to arrive from West-por- t,

and showed a desire to engage in a
druuken quarrel. . Capt. Pate, Dr. Bratton
and others showed symptoms of alarm.
Apprehensive that a mob might be raised
in Westport and come out in the night
and lynch us, it was thought advisable to
drive on, to the .horses were hitched up
and we commenced our journey, taking the
Tirai rie mail . and avoid ino Mr. DnnaLWin'a

'; "where the Captain urged the ladies to go
and remain over night, no doubt giving
such advice with the hope of getting rid
of their company, , Towards moming the
teams were stopped near an Indian cabin,
and the word was given that we should
remain here until morning. ,

The prisoners, with their wives, remained
in their seats until the sun had illuminated

j 'hen they, were permitted to
the Indian cabin and partake of a

i breakfast, consisting of fried bacon and a
sort of half-frie-d, half-bake- d bread and a
cup of coffee.

From this point we drove on until near
noon, when Capt Pate and Mr.' Foreman,
who has subsequently been charged with
the murder of Cantrall, who had been rid-

ing in advance of : the party,' were seen
riding back with great speed," the very
pictures of fright. The cry a rescue,"
followed by the a jmmand "halt, dismount;
unhitch'the tcsuj and form a line in the
rear," was hurria dlv' given, which order
were promptjr obeycL ' Our teamster

hoped he would not be shot, as he did not

indorse the proceedings; was only hired
at ten dollars a day to drive to Lecomp- -'

ton, without knowing the kind of passen-

gers he was to carry. Another was in
great trepidation for want of cartridges,

and begged he might procure the loan of

a few. The redoubtable Kelley, the fight-

ing editor of the Siuatttr Sovereign, who

said he had come all the way from Atchi-

son that he might have the pleasure 'of
being one of Brown's escorts to the gal-

lows; who had lost his horse the night
previous while camping out. and who de-

clared last autumn that he "was going to
Lawrence and would wade waste deep in

the blood of abolitionists before he re-

turned," seemed greatly alarmed. He

had no rifle, but drew his revolver, cocked

it, and reached it forward in the direction

of the expected enemy, as if desirous of

getting as near as possible with'his shooter,

but as remote as possible from danger for

himself. "No doubt," said he "they
have Sharpe's rifles, if so they can shoot

me three times before I can get a shot at

them once." His "hair seemed to stand on

end," and he appeared the worst frighten-

ed person Ieversaw. Poorfellow, notwith-

standing his previous display of bravery,

and his oft repeated threats that he would

ihoot the prisorers if an attempt was made

at rescue, he appeared to see a phantom

near him, which spoke of retribution, and

he would undoubtedly have given worlds to

have been elsewhere. We" all pittied

him, and felt relieved on his account when

we learned the movement was only a ruse

to try the bravery 0 tbe guard ! We thought

the officers could not feel particularly de-

lighted with their command after this dis-

play, although there were several who we

think would have died game.

We dined at s log cabin occupied by a

Missourian by the name of Chcrtteau, who

advertises "Accommodations for Man and

Beast." After resting for a time we drove

on, and without meeting with any incident

wo'tthy of nyt? arrived, after dark, at the
house of Mr. Behan, on the banks of the
Wakarusa, it being the residence formerly

occupied by the Shawnee Chief Blue
dA:KKTt now deceased. Here we were

served with a very gSod sapper, . We had

been seated but a short time when 1 ob-

served
I

a large well-bui- lt gentleman with

intelligence in eVefy nt, eyeing me

closely. After a few common place re--

marks, addressing me he said : " You are

the editor of the Herald of Freedom? " I
responded in the afnrm&tlTSj He informed

me that his name was Dr. SuaGHifca,
and that he hailed from Kentucky. He

soon after introduced me to his traveling

companion Mr. Johxsok, who was a law-

yer from Indiana. They informed me

that they were in Westport when we left
there so hurriedly the day previous, and

were mat ing a tour of observation through

the Territory. In dtie titne the Doctor in
formed me that he should keep an eye on

us, and we need have no apprehensions of

personal violence. I was satisfied he was

a friend, but we deemed it prudent, sur-

rounded as we were, hot to continue our

conversation. .
We had supposed that wo were to re-

main here for the night, but about ten
o'clock we heard the command given to

"hitch up." We learned soon after that
a dispatch had been sent to Franklin, to a

company of the Pro-slave- party, three
miles distant, for recruits, and that about

j forty had responded to the call, and were

on the ground. When we left the house

we found we were guarded by a little
army.

After crossing the Wakarusa, on the
ferry boat, and ascending the western

bank of the creek our guard were arranged

in due form. We found a long procession

of footmen and men on horseback, all

armed to the teeth, stretching out for a

long distance both in advance and rear

of us. The moon shone brightly and

reflected the glare from the United States

muskets,fmaking a truly imposing mid-

night scene. Had Frank Pierce, the prince

of Border Ruffians, been entering the
Territory, we doubt whether he would

have been so well attended. Few private

individuals are permitted to witness such

a pageant, gotien up for their exclusive

benefit, as we were favored with on this
occasion. - . : - : i

The Wakarusa flats were covered with

water, ranging from six to fifteen inches

in depth, but our foot guards "kept right

on," making, with the forest which skirted

the prairie on the right, the indistinct
outlines of Franklin in-- the distance, the
level prairie covered with water mir-

roring the mellow moon light, : with the
cavalcade of horsemen, and the wagon of

our friend Jenkins, a picture worthy a
prominent place on the panorama of Kan-- !
sas which is to he. r '

We arrived at Franklin about midnight,
and were informed we could remain in

the carriage another night. ; The guards
from Westport seemed apprehensive that
we were not wholly safe, so they placed

themselves around the carriage, and kept
guard through the nigKt. We slept as
well as we could till . morning, when we
were . awakened by the . profanity and
threats which came from the mob which

surrounded us. I ' - - . '
In due time Capt. Pate told us to dis-

mount for breakfast., ' He formed his

Westport men in a solid body, had us

take our position inside of them, protected
I ua from .stray bullets by their own bodies,

and by our ladies who placed themselves

in each a Tasr.ncr as to ail ia shielding us

from the mob.' In this condition we;

marched to the residence of Mr. Chase,

where we were favored with a Very good
' ' 'breakfast.' '

After resting for a short time, we re-

turned to the carriage and took our seat
again. Wchad been seated but a short

time when a blood-thirst- y looking fellow,

about thirty --five years of age made his

appearance on horseback, and introduced

himself as CdUanan, whom we recognized as

the murderer of Dow. After a few words,

he disappeared and soon brought forward

Hargus and 2tariUry,whonihe introduced,

and whom we remembered as the accom-

plices of Catena in that bloody tragedy
which inaugurated the difficulties at Law.
rence last Autumn. We felt a cold chill
run over us as we recalled their transac-

tions, and were truly glad when they left
us. ! '

In due time we were again under way
with about forty armed and mounted

horsemen as guards, and were on the road

towards Lerompton. Coleman seemed

an important functionary during the day,

and carried, we believe, a Captain's com-

mission. Dr. Slaughter, whoso acquaint-

ance we made the night previous, at
Behans, held the post of Surgeon, and

his friend, Mr. Johnson, officiated as his

assistant. '

Scouts were sent out on each side of the
highway to reconnoiter, and all persons I
seen on the prairie within shooting dis-

tance, were approached, and apparently

examined to see if they Mere fighting

men. They showed great alarm as they
approached Lawrence, which was about

a mile nt nnr ri?rht but in full view. As.

they neared the hill still greater iecau-tion- s

were taken to prevent a surprise, and

as they approached it the horses were

whipped into a gallop, and in this condi

tion they soon rose the high and steep

nrit from the plain to the elevated
prairie, over the rocks, seemingly appre

hensive that a mine would explode under

them, or that a charge of well directed

grape would sweep them into eternity,

They gave evidence that they were afraid

of a God of Justice, and that they saw

His flaming sword at every step, until they
had passed far beyond the reach of bomb

or canister, when they saw a solitary horse--
man riding on the prairie, about a mile

from Lawrence. Dr. Bratton, one of our

Westport guard?, and several others, ap

proacbed him, and ordered him to dis

mount. Thev leaarned he was in search I

of some stray cattle on the prairie, so they

pressed his hdrso into their service, and!
allowed the owner, who proved to be our j

friend Mr. WiLt?Mi, to depart. From this

time on, every horseman we met was

compelled to surrender his animal and

pursue his journey on foot. Mr. Simpson,

a consumptive, who had visited Kansas

with the hope of prolonging his life, and

who had recently purchased a horse that

he might take horseback exercise, was

compelled to submit to the law of might,
-- r...yield possession of his favorite which

chanced to be saddled at his door ready

for his accustomed morning exercise.

But I feed not particularize, for hundreds,
A,,rtnt '1m fWi 1avs which followed, were

compelled to submit to similar outrages, j

and bear it in silence.

Some few miles west of Lawrence onr

party of horsemen were reinforced by a

company of footmen who we learned were

from Atchison, and of which Kclky,tiie

Irate, of the Squatter Sovereign, was prin- -

.upit lugibuiou) j j 0
men, or boys, dressed in red hickory shirts,

and carrying United States muskets, with
revolvers strapped to their sides, and

!

usually a bowie or butcher knife in front'

They seemed very anxious to get a sight

of the prisoners, and were particularly

desirous of knowing which was Brown.

We kept the curtains down, and felt con-

siderably relieved when Capt Pate gave

the command to hurry up the teams,

which compelled the ruffian footmen to

th of May, we came in sight of
some eight miles west of Law

rence, at a place known as Coon Point
Over this camp was waving a blood red

flag, with a single white star in the center.

We learnedL it was commanded by Cot

J. H. Stripgfdhu), the partner of Robert

8. Kelley, who were the publishers of the

Squatter Sovereign.

We were conducted into the camp, and

placed, in charge of the commandent
The ladies asked of Col Stringfellow the

privilege of remaining with their hus j

bands. This he peremptorily refused.

if finftllv miKPntiU that they misht visit t

us just at night for a short time, Mrs.

Brown asked if the 'prisoner would be

safe, and expressed her fears in regard to

them. "Do you take us for rumansf"
the nclU and high souled String-fello-

" The only assurance," said he,

that I shall give you is that if an attempt

is made at rescue my , orders are to shoot
them, which will be ' '';' '

" But, if the prisoner are net privy to
such an attempt, it would be wrong to
make them suffer for the folly of their
friends."' "' ; :

' "Madam,' I have no words "to bandy

with vou.' The prisoners are under myi
charge, and I EhaH do with them as I
deem best Teamster, take those ladies

out of camp," ' "

With a kiss, and tremulous shake of
the hand, wo lad3 them have no fears for

our safety. They were driven from the
camp, withtLe tears sixending down their

cheeks, appiehensive they had.J seen ui'..
for the last time. We we're conducted

a tent on the summit of the hilh and tol

to enter, while a guard was stationed a .

the door. Entering the tent we found

nothing on which to repose but the bare
round. It was probably about one

o'clock, P. 2L After resting for a time,
we were induced to look out when we

in front of insaw, a little distance us,

another tent, two or three other prisoners.

One of these proved to be Dr. J. P. Boot,

of ; Waubansa, who was recently from

Connecticut, and who was mourned as
dead by his friends, but whcTwas subse-

quently set at liberty, and enabled

"many interesting items in the his-

tory of the next few days, being an eye
witness in camp.

t r

' Just at night Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Jenr
kins entered camp, and were permitted
to remain but a short time. They had
been to Lawrence, provided a few neces-

saries, and returned to our relief.

During the evening a messenger came,

and stated that Mr. Jenkins was dssired

by the officers in command. He accom-

panied the messenger, and remained ab-

sent till a late hour. When he returned
he lay down besido me and 'whispered

that he was to bo discharged. Ho had
communicated but little, when another
messenger arrived, and took him away.

slept but little during the night, but had

the pleasure of hearing my guards talking

aboui the murder of E. P. Bkown, at
Easton, the winter previous, whom, some

of them said, they supposed was the

prisoner at the time of the occurrence.

They told the part that different persons

had taken in that horrible affair, and dis-

puted among themselves as to the persons

who played different parts in the butchery.

It is needless to say that the night was

a long one, but morning found me still

sui rounded by my brutal guard. While
standing in the door of my tent, and talking
with the sentinel, I saw a persou approvi-
ng, of large form, thick set, and of com-

manding appearance, with a huge knife In
his hand. He passed near the corner of

the tent, and stopped some eight feet in

front of it. Turning partly round, and'
looking me full in the face, supposing he
wished a conversation with me, I made a

slight bow, as if about to speak. Holding

his knife firmly clenched in his hand, ac i
hissing through his teeth he 6aid:

G d d n you don't speak to me, if

you do, I will cut your G d d n throat

for you."
. As he closed his profanity, he turned

around on his heel, his knife still

clenched in his hand, and walked

towards me, passed the corner of the tent,
and down to where the red flag was wav-in- a

My guard wa a South Carolinian. I
saw he felt at such coarseness.

As the coward passed away, I inquired

the gentleman's name, and was told it was

Col. Titus, late of Florida, and formerly

of Pennsylvania. - -

An hour after my guard conducted me ;

to head quarters. Xo questions were

asked, but I was permitted to recline on

a blanket until a body of twelve armed

borsemen rode up. I was ordered to'

mount a saddled horse which was led to
tha door of the tent, and Boon after I we :

again on the road to Lccompton, Col. Htus
being in command. .

During our journey to Lecompfon, I
rode by the side of a person who seemed

quite intelligent. I learned he was from

Weston, Mo., and a member of the Odd

Fellows in that city. He learned I wa

amember, inquired about my family, and

assured me that he would remember his

obligation, which, without going into

I am happy to esy he did as far

as it seemed in his power. He raade me

acquainted with other members of the

Order, and later in the day assisted Ma.
Brown in finding me, and getting access

to the place of my confinement.

Oa arriving at Lecompton we found a

boxes. &c. in front of some

opposite the American Hotel. As oer

horses faced these, I heared distinctly

repeated by different personf, with appa-

rent delight: "There is Brown, the aboli-

tion editor of the Herald of Freedom.'

Another said "Shoot the G d d d abo-

litionist aboot bim," andothers, ! "Why

don't yon shoot the d 4 dog, you will

never have a better time - These are

only few of the expressions which

reached ray ear, and it is but reasonable

to suppose that I watched the movements

wit some anxiety to tnow woa m
would be.
' Soon I was conducted to a little wood

building, near the hollow, east of the

American EoteL and was thrust into a

room in the rear of it, the front of which"
'

was used for a groggcry. -
Here I found Mr. Fcixeb, a citizen of

Lawrence, who had been confined two or

three weeks, but knew nothing of the

character of the charges against him. Mr.

F. was a graduate of Oberlin, a man of

some ability, but he was 'dressed in very

humble attire, and 'compelled to sleep

upon the bare fioor, without any xvering.

Two guards were placed o'ver me, one

of whom was continually with tne. Cno

of these I recognized as the most active

in trying to get me shot When I first sstor

fed the town.- - This fellc KUriziasl &9

with-- a recital of a murder he had ccta--

ited ia Xew Orleans, and was ratner

tntnate ia decriKas hu mode ci escape.
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